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19LC-006 STAFF REPORT 
ADDRESS: 
2427 Market/Avenue D  
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 
Property is legally described as Lot 1, Block 
504, in the City and County of Galveston, 
Texas.  
 
APPLICANT/REPRESENTATIVE: 
C.J. Spencer       
 
PROPERTY OWNER: 
Market Street Management, LLC    
 
ZONING DISTRICT: 
Central Business (CB) 
 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: 
n/a 
 
REQUEST: 
Request for designation as a Galveston 
Landmark  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Approval with Conditions 
 
EXHIBITS: 
A – Applicant’s Submittal 
 
STAFF: 
Catherine Gorman, AICP 
Historic Preservation Officer 
409-797-3665 
cgorman@galvestonTX.gov  
 
 

Public Notice and Comment: 

Sent Returned In Favor Opposed No 
Comment 
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Zoning and Land Use Location Zoning Land Use 
Subject 
Site 

Central Business (CB) Residential/Commercial   

North Central Business (CB) Commercial 
South Central Business (CB) Vacant 
East Central Business (CB) Residential/Commercial   
West Central Business (CB) Residential/Commercial   

 

Executive Summary The applicants are requesting designation of the above referenced address, as a 
Galveston Landmark.   

Analysis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Financial Incentives for 
Historic Properties 
 
 
 

As per Article 10 of the Land Development Regulations, the following criteria should be 
considered during the Landmark Designation review process: 
 
1. The character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural 

characteristics of the City of Galveston, Galveston County, the State of Texas, or the 
United States.   

R.F. Martin & Company Building was constructed in 1878 by Robert Furniss Martin 
and operated as a furniture store.   Martin was both a merchant and pharmacist in 
Galveston.   It was purchased in the early 1890s by M.W. Shaw, founder of the first 
jewelry store in Texas.   The building has house a wide variety of businesses since 
its construction, including, for a time, a bordello on the second floor.   

2. Recognition as a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark, National Historic Landmark, or 
entered into the National Register of Historic Places. 

The R.F. Martin & Company Building was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1984 as part of the Central Business District Multiple Resource Area.      

3. Representative of an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, 
community, or city.     

The R.F. Martin & Company Building has been an established visual feature of the 
community since its construction in 1878.    
  

4. Retention of historic integrity, meaning that the property possesses several, and 
usually most, of the following aspects of integrity: location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling or association.  
 
The R.F. Martin & Company Building retains its historic integrity and retains its 
original location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.  
The applicant has received permits to install a canopy with a similar design to the 
original. 
 

The property is eligible for the Financial Incentive for Historic Properties for new 
Galveston Landmarks.   
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Other Reviews 
 

The Planning Commission will hear this request at the February 19, 2019 meeting. City 
Council has the final decision regarding the request for a Landmark Designation. The 
request will be heard at the regular meeting of March 28, 2019. 

Staff Recommendation Staff recommends approval with the following condition: 
 
Standard Condition: 

1. As with all properties containing a Historic Overlay Designation, including 
Landmark Designations, exterior alterations to the property will be subject to 
review and approval by the Landmark Commission and must conform to the 
Design Standards for Historic Properties of Galveston, Texas. 

 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
__________________________________________________   _________________________ 
Catherine Gorman, AICP, Assistant Director/HPO     Date 

February 11, 2019



Taken in. 189-1 of J!farket Street, looking east from Tu•,mty-fifth 
Street, this photograph slwws the R . F ... \1artin and Company (18 8) 
and Lalor (1894) Buildings, which are located along the right of the 
photograph . J-Vitlwut mcnings. the jlauor of the street is completely 

d({ferent. The ll.t•o larger buildings on the left-side of the photograph 
hal'e been demolished. 

tinnemeyercat
Typewritten Text
Attachment A



Gali es ton's red-light districted started 011 the west side of Twenty­
.fifth Street along J1arket and Postoffice but the R. F. J1arti11 and 

Company Building was constructed in 1878 and housed a bordello 
Oil the second floor. J1any o_f these establislunents u ere ill business 
until the 195os. It was ,wt until 1957 when the Attorney Ge,zeral of 
Texas shut down ga1nbling prostitution, and other uices that the 

area icest o_f Tu•enty-f(fth saw decline. 



landmark AppHcation 

2427 Market Street 

Built 1878 

listed i9-S4 on Us NabonaH~eg1ster of tii'stork f>1aces 

11\e bu:.t,;f.-i.6 1s a 2-sro;y,;;t."& te<:ed-brick con,mercial structure . The building is one of the earliest brick 

commerciai structures remaining intact outside the Strand district. ,t occupies a dominant position on 

the corner of Market and Rosenberg Streets. It retains a significant portion of its original design, 

materials and association with its neighborhood. 

Documentatio n. refers. to. t h.e property as. bo.th the RF Mart in Build ing and the £-.AW Shaw building. 

It is thought the building was built by Robert Fumiss MartiR av.cl op.e;at-1:6 as a ·fw,~ni...,e s ore. Mani,1 

was both a merchant and pharmacist in Galveston. ft was purchased in the earfy 1890s by M.W. Shaw, 

founder of the first jewelry store in Texas who owned the building for several years. The building housed 

wide variety of retail businesses over the years. 

Michael W. Shaw was ,born .in Hesse. Ger-many in 1933 . . His .family .migna.ted to .Galveston in 1845. Shaw's 

sister married a Galveston master watchmaker. In 1848 Shaw apprenticed with his brother-in-law to 

r, eam l.1ne~ewe1,er'sioo~ness anca. in A.855 apene& .0,1e 9,1aw ~ewe;ry Co1npany on /61e com er of f wenty­

third and Avenue B. It was Shaw's initiative to change the street's name to "Strand". His company 

flourished until the Civil War. After serving in the war, Shaw returned to Galveston and rebuilt the 

company. By 1880 Shaw's reputation extended throughout the southwest. Gen. Sam Houston ordered 

his walking cane from Shaw, who engraved and studded it with bits of silver. Shaw was vice president of 

the Gafveston trust and Savings Company, a c:Hrector of the Peopfes land and Homestead Company, and 

one of the first members of the Galveston Artillery Company. In 1878 he married Annie Meyer of 

Houstom t hey had'eighrt'. cn:ildte~. S'1aw d'.oocN~ 1>923, ancf:.1-.los Jewer.ry sto re continUt?.diin ~us mess in 
Galveston until 1938. 

Sources: 

US National Register of Historic Places 

Galveston's Historic Downtown and Strand District, Arcadia Publishing 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
a.a.-.a.!---• .. __ :_ .. __ -• u:-a.--:- n•----
.ftiil:IJVHti:U ns9101,~.- Vf .. •a•v• 1._ raa ... vo 
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m,wu:: : thtt .. ~!.aJ,;l!<lJln& ~- - --n-~-- ------~- ------~----
Address 2427 f.vgpgrt y . Arch.i tee t/ Builder...,,------------
~----~~--~----~~~-~----~ ~~..,...--~~~--Contractor~~----~~ 
Owner ___ H...,,M ........ _.A..,, 3.1,..s.,.h,..1._.rma...,....· ..,n.._ ________ Style/fype Victorian Co!lllil.ercial 
.,...,.,,....~~~~~~~~~~~~-.~~-~~Original u e collll'.llercial 
Addres8-_..,.B ... o.'lt .... _S .... 8 ... 3 .... 4 ..... ...._ __________ Pres nt \tSe commercial/residential ______ _ 

n-~--~- "'- ~~oc~ o~oQo~r ~~n~~rinn -c~d -----.--u ........... e;Nu.,.l;',~Y .... • ...... £a;;+ ... a ... •-"""'"",£.,c""U""':(""'V-. ------ -----------------
BlockiLot so4/1. 1ess than l ere 
veo1..:t .i..pi.iuu 2-~r;.ory; ruu:ccoeci ... jzri.ck,. commerqa1. {ttrui::.cure; recran.gyi a r wit:n fiat 
roof; . cg:c;beled. cor.ni.cg ,a'!)J.i ftJ,ye .. ; lc>tl;;eet lev-el c.onsists o.f bri,;:.k pi.ers supporting an 
area.de Qf sem1c1tculat !US.MS wi.th hQod molds ; 6 . bays on Market Str.eet side i upper 
stox:y 4/4 windw o.penin&Q are spanned by segmen,tal afches with brick hood molds. 

Significance One of the arlier brick conunercial structures remainin~ intact outside 

11e1tb&r lQ!.AU~ j.g th;\§ J,iuil,ding • . jui.l«ing hcuaed wide variety of r.el!ill b~,$1:ne~se~ 
over the yean. 

Building bas served as landma~k along 25th Street. It also anchors west corner 
gf blQck, iinston's 9t tbe Central Hotelt the oldest frame collllllercial building in 
dot.mt-own GalvAston . is on t'..he t'i.ast corner . 

Relationship to site: Moved_date_or Original site_!_ Describe Covers corner 
alotlf ma.jgr s;tre,et l,e@ding to downtown; 9n edge of Centril Business District. 
Bibl o~ra:Phv c .. 1vo~ ~n f;n,mrv T.::t-Y. RPrordi:J:n£onnant 

lot 

... - rrew, .,,., 11< •• JFSZtt e n: na:r ?e1t s il · """ ___ - ~ , _ _ -----------------

__..C~i~t~Y~~Dai~r~euc~t~Q~t~-~""""S'----~~----~-~- ~~~ULUeL~-E-1~1 ....... n__,_:ae..,.....a=S='l-e-y_~~~-~--~---
~----~~~~~~~~--~~~~~--- Date~~~-No.v__,_,~1~9~8~2.__~~~~~~--~--~ 
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• atas Departm n of the nt rior 
N.atlonal Part Service 
-- -· • .... • . • Iii.. . • -.... ' NA.aAft.DI NAftl TAr ft'S' .. ,c ... nrH~ ... ,a~AC .. ..,... ........... ~~· -........ ,........ .......... ...... - -.,. . .._.. ................. - ............. ....,. ~ 

lnventorv- Nomination Form .. ~ ,.. -
Contl11Jation sheet 

Nomination/Type of Review 

11 . Ma1:schner Building 

12. 1ode La dry 

13. Moser House 

14. Pu liuildillg 

15. Robinson Building 

16. Rosenberg Library 

- 17. Scottish Rite Cathedral 

18. . ,. f1. ding 

19. Star Drug Store 

20. Texas Building 

ttem numbef' 

Entered in the 
,Q+t"_""', t>------/.. -· - ............. ._ .... ,,,,,.\;, -=~-t. ;,,t .I, 
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~ . , 

J4u(\./ ,/ " .,< I 

11\eep~~ 
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•. I I I 

4/IY/!S7 
I 
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,\t est -----------r 
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