Landmark Commission

Planning and Development Division
City of Galveston

February 18, 2019

19LC-006 STAFF REPORT

ADDRESS: Public Notice and Comment:

2427 Market/Avenue D Sent Returned In Favor Opposed No
Comment

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 20

Property is legally described as Lot 1, Block
504, in the City and County of Galveston,

Texas.

APPLICANT/REPRESENTATIVE:
C.J. Spencer

PROPERTY OWNER:
Market Street Management, LLC

ZONING DISTRICT:
Central Business (CB)

HISTORIC DISTRICT:
n/a

REQUEST:
Request for designation as a Galveston
Landmark

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Approval with Conditions

EXHIBITS:
A — Applicant’s Submittal

STAFF:
Catherine Gorman, AICP
Historic Preservation Officer

409-797-3665
cgorman@galvestonTX.gov




Zoning and Land Use

Executive Summary

Analysis

Financial Incentives for

Historic Properties

Location Zoning Land Use

Subject Central Business (CB) Residential/Commercial
Site

North Central Business (CB) Commercial

South Central Business (CB) Vacant

East Central Business (CB) Residential/Commercial
West Central Business (CB) Residential/Commercial

The applicants are requesting designation of the above referenced address, as a
Galveston Landmark.

As per Article 10 of the Land Development Regulations, the following criteria should be
considered during the Landmark Designation review process:

The character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural
characteristics of the City of Galveston, Galveston County, the State of Texas, or the
United States.

R.F. Martin & Company Building was constructed in 1878 by Robert Furniss Martin
and operated as a furniture store. Martin was both a merchant and pharmacist in
Galveston. It was purchased in the early 1890s by M.W. Shaw, founder of the first
jewelry store in Texas. The building has house a wide variety of businesses since
its construction, including, for a time, a bordello on the second floor.

Recognition as a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark, National Historic Landmark, or
entered into the National Register of Historic Places.

The R.F. Martin & Company Building was listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1984 as part of the Central Business District Multiple Resource Area.

Representative of an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood,
community, or city.

The R.F. Martin & Company Building has been an established visual feature of the
community since its construction in 1878.

Retention of historic integrity, meaning that the property possesses several, and
usually most, of the following aspects of integrity: location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling or association.

The R.F. Martin & Company Building retains its historic integrity and retains its
original location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.
The applicant has received permits to install a canopy with a similar design to the
original.

The property is eligible for the Financial Incentive for Historic Properties for new
Galveston Landmarks.




Other Reviews The Planning Commission will hear this request at the February 19, 2019 meeting. City
Council has the final decision regarding the request for a Landmark Designation. The
request will be heard at the regular meeting of March 28, 2019.

Staff Recommendation Staff recommends approval with the following condition:

Standard Condition:

1. As with all properties containing a Historic Overlay Designation, including
Landmark Designations, exterior alterations to the property will be subject to
review and approval by the Landmark Commission and must conform to the
Design Standards for Historic Properties of Galveston, Texas.

Respectfully Submitted:

W Qmmam February 11, 2019

Catherine Gorman,VAICP, Assistant Director/HPO Date
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Landmark Application

Statemenst o RiStonical, Culturai and ArchiRediuwla sighifiwtarnice
2427 Market Street

Built 1878

Listed 1984 on US National Register of Historic Places

TRE Sundinig o5 8 Z-sNory Shastened -k comtieriat structure. The building is one of the earijest brick
commercial structures remaining intact outside the Strand district. it occupies a dominant position on
the corner of Market and Rosenberg Streets. It retains a significant portion of its original design,

materials and association with its neighborhood.

Documentation refers to the property as both the RF Martin Building and the MW Shaw buiiding.

it is thought the building was bulit by Roberlt Furfuss Marliss 60 O0elaidd ai & Turfulule S107¢. Mal i
was both a merchant and pharmacist in Galveston. it was purchased in the earfy 1890s by M.W. Shaw,
founder of the first jewelry store in Texas who owned the building for several years. The building housed
wide variety of retail businesses over the years.

Michael W. Shaw was born in Hesse, Germany in 1933. His family migrated to Galveston in 1845, Shaw's
sister married a Galveston master watchmaker. In 1848 Shaw apprenticed with his brother-in-law to
Learn kae jeweler’s dusiness ane in 1355 openec ine Snaw feweiry Company on ithe comer of Tweniy-
third and Avenue B. It was Shaw’s initiative to change the street’s name to “Strand”. His company
flourished until the Civil War. After serving in the war, Shaw returned to Galveston and rebuilt the
company. By 1880 Shaw's reputation extended throughout the southwest. Gen. Sam Houston ordered
his walking cane from Shaw, who engraved and studded it with bits of silver. Shaw was vice president of
the Galveston Trust and Savings Company, a director of the Peoples Land and Homestead Company, and
one of the first members of the Galveston Artillery Company. In 1878 he married Annie Meyer of
Houston; they had eight chiidremn. Shaw died in 1923, and his jewelry store continued in business in
Galveston until 1938.

Sources:
US Nationaf Register of Historic Places

Galveston’s Historic Downtown and Strand District, Arcadia Publishing
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