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ADDRESS:
3329 Avenue Q 1/2
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:
Property is legally described as West 40 Feet
of 34th Street (112-2000-2) Southwest Block
112 Galveston Outlots, in the City and
County of Galveston, Texas.

STAFF REPORT

Public Notice and Comment:
Sent
39

Returned

In Favor

Opposed

No
Comment

APPLICANT/REPRESENTATIVE:
Claude Easterwood and Catherine E. Gorman
PROPERTY OWNERS:
Same
ZONING DISTRICT:
Urban Neighborhood
REQUEST:
Request for designation as a Galveston
Landmark
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Approval with Conditions
ATTACHMENTS:
A – Applicant’s Submittal
STAFF:
Daniel Lunsford
Planner
409-797-3659
dlunsford@galvestontx.gov
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Zoning and Land Use

Location
Subject
Site
North
South
East
West

Zoning
Urban Neighborhood

Land Use
Residential

Urban Neighborhood
Urban Neighborhood
Urban Neighborhood
Urban Neighborhood

Residential
Residential
Residential
Residential

Executive Summary

The applicants are requesting designation of the above referenced address, as a
Galveston Landmark.

Analysis

As per Article 10 of the Land Development Regulations, the following criteria
should be considered during the Landmark Designation review process:
1. The character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural
characteristics of the City of Galveston, Galveston County, the State of Texas, or
the United States.
The house located at 3329 Avenue Q 1/2 was built in 1922 by Frances Lambert
Millard. Originally from Wisconsin, Mrs. Millard, husband Arthur, and daughters
moved to Galveston from Cameron County, Texas. Frances purchased property
from well-known Galveston realtors Peter J. Bellew and William Murphy on a
parcel created from the 34th Street right-of-way. Deed restrictions indicate that
one “dwelling house” was constructed there at a cost of at least $2,500, and not
to be used “for the purpose of any trade, manufacture, or business of any
description, nor as a school, hospital, or other charitable institution, nor as a
hotel, rooming house or place of public resort”.
Arthur Millard, a printer employed by Clarke and Courts, Frances and their
daughters Hazel and Mildred lived in the house after it was finished. Ms. Millard
is listed as a clerk for the Santa Fe Railroad in 1940. Frances’s brother Arch, a
machinery foreman at a stationary print shop, lived at the residence as well for
some time. After Frances Millard’s death, the house passed to her daughters.
Hazel and Mildred maintained the house throughout their lives; the current
owners are only the second owners outside of the Millard family.
2. Representative of an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood,
community, or city.
The Arthur and Frances Millard house includes sophisticated design elements
uncommon to Galveston bungalows built around the same time; this could be
because a pattern book or kit house commonly sold by lumberyards was used as
reference. Examples of these unusual features include a side-facing gable with a
front gable intersecting, flanked by decorative dormers. Classic style columns
flank a full-width inset porch. Prairie-style divided light windows flanking the
front door and matching transom above create an inviting focal point, aligning
with tall, narrow casement windows that match the same Prairie style. The
original insurance record notes that the house contained six rooms, one hall, one
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bathroom, one closet, and one porch. The original roof was metal.
3. Association with the lives of persons significant to the history of the United States,
Texas, or the city of Galveston
By 1885 the city of Galveston had grown so much that the large outlots to the
south, originally intended for estate tracts, were subdivided into city blocks by
adding the half-numbered streets running east to west and extending all the
numbered streets to the Gulf of Mexico. Early tax rolls indicate that John
Adriance, a Galveston merchant, owned all of the southwest quarter of Outlot
112 in 1880. Later, J.S. Cross owned the portion of Outlot 112 that is now 3329
Avenue Q 1/2, and sold those parcels to P.J. Bellew in 1922.
A Galveston Daily News notice dated August 4, 1922 shows that Mrs. A.B. Millard
received a building permit to construct a five-room bungalow at an estimated
cost of $4,300. That notice lists Miles C. Bowden as the contractor.
From circa 1895 when he arrived in Galveston from Wilmington, North Carolina,
to well after the 1900 Storm, M.C. Bowden was a prominent Galveston contractor
and owner of the Island City Woodworking Company. Among his most wellknown structures still standing in Galveston are the City Bank building at 2219
Market street and the Scottish Rites Temple at 2128 Church Street, of which
Bowden was a member. His obituary in the Galveston Daily News noted that
while many of the homes he built were casualties of the 1900 Storm, he
succeeded in repairing many others and built fifty-five two-room “commissary
houses” in the following months to house storm survivors. M.C. Bowden died in
Galveston in 1938.
4. Likelihood of the continuation of a building’s historical use, or its potential
adaptation for new uses without the need for major intervention that could
seriously damage its historic character or integrity.
The Frances Millard house has continually served as single-family residence since its
construction, continually maintained by its respective owners. The current owners
request a landmark status as way to protect and honor their home’s historic
provenance indefinitely.
Financial Incentives for
Historic Properties

The subject property is outside of a designated historic district, and is eligible to
participate in the Financial Incentive for Substantial Rehabilitation and New Galveston
Landmarks program. The benefit is a 35% reduction in the City portion of the property
taxes for a period of five years.

Other Reviews

The Planning Commission will hear the request at the May 7, 2019 meeting. City Council
has the final decision regarding the request for a Landmark Designation. The request
will be heard at the regular meeting of May 25, 2019.
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