Planning and Development Division
Landmark Commission
City of Galveston
July 15, 2019

19LC-039
ADDRESS:
1204 Sealy / Avenue I
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:
Property is legally described as the M.B.
Menard Survey, Lot 8 & East 1/2 of Lot 9,
Block 252, in the City and County of
Galveston, Texas.

STAFF REPORT
Public Notice and Comment:
Sent

Returned

In Favor

Opposed

No
Comment

10

APPLICANT/REPRESENTATIVE:
Chris Arneson, Building Galveston, Inc.
dba Building Solutions
PROPERTY OWNERS:
Tim and Danielle Boyd
ZONING DISTRICT:
Residential, Single-Family, Historic District
(R-3-H)
HISTORIC DISTRICT:
East End
REQUEST:
Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness
for modification of structure including the
front porch handrails, and replacing a rear
porch.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Approval with Conditions
EXHIBITS:
A – Applicants Submittal
B – Handrail Detail
STAFF:
Daniel Lunsford, Planner
409-797-3659
dlunsford@galvestontx.gov
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Zoning and Land Use

Location
Subject
Site
North
South
East
West

Historical and/or
Architectural
Significance

Date
Style
Condition
Evaluation
Medium

Zoning
Residential, Single-Family,
Historic District (R-3-H)
Residential, Single-Family,
Historic District (R-3-H)
Residential, Single-Family, Historic
District (R-3-H)
Residential, Single-Family, Historic
District (R-3-H)
Residential, Single-Family, Historic
District (R-3-H)

Land Use
Residential

Residential
Residential
Residential
Residential

1870
National Folk
Excellent
Contributing: Contributes to the historical significance of the district
through location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and/or
association.

Executive Summary

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace the front
staircase handrails, and rebuild a side porch. The side porch is somewhat visible from
the Sealy Street right-of-way (see Attachment A).

Design Standards for
Historic Properties.

The following Design Standards are applicable to the project:
Historic Residential Porches and Decks
Porches and galleries are, and always have been, the focal point of Galveston houses.
They frame and protect the main entrances. They also display a concentration of
decorative details. In many neighborhoods, they continue to serve as outdoor living
rooms. Some very simple houses, including alley houses, have an uncovered porch or
stoop at the entrance.
Most porches are built entirely of wood, in keeping with the frame house construction.
There are some exceptions, such as Craftsman-style dwellings that have wooden
tapered columns on top of masonry pedestals. A few early frame houses also have castiron balustrades that are original.
Preserving front porches is a high priority. Rear and side porches also may be important
architectural features, especially for buildings that are located on corner lots, and their
preservation is encouraged (although these may also be appropriate locations for new
additions.)
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3.16 If necessary, replace damaged porch railings and steps.
Appropriate
• Use as much of the original materials and ornamentation as possible.
• Where necessary, replace original railing and step materials with alternative
materials that have a similar texture and finish to the original materials.
• Re-install porch rails to match existing rails when appropriate. See the sidebar
on “Administrative Approval of Porch Rail Reinstallation.”
Inappropriate
• Do not use cast-iron columns and railings where no evidence exists that they
were used historically.
• Do not use brick bases for wood columns (exception is Craftsman styles).
• Do not use steel pipe columns.
• Do not use horizontal railings or railings that are too elaborate for the building
(of a different style).
• Do not use concrete supports and/or steps.
• Do not relocate front stairs or steps.

Architectural Details Architectural details contribute to the character of a structure
and some details are associated with specific architectural styles. Those details that are
key character-defining features should be preserved. The method that requires the
least intervention is preferred.
2.34 Preserve significant stylistic and architectural features.
Appropriate
• Retain and treat exterior stylistic features and examples of skilled craftsmanship
with sensitivity.
• Preserve storefronts, cornices, turned columns, brackets, exposed rafter tails,
jigsaw ornaments and other key architectural features.
• Employ preventive maintenance measures such as rust removal, caulking and
repainting.
• Minimize damage to historic architectural details when repairs are necessary.
• Document the location of a historic feature that must be removed and repaired
so it may be repositioned accurately.
• Patch, piece-in, splice, consolidate or otherwise upgrade deteriorated features
using recognized preservation methods.
• Stabilize or fix isolated areas of damage using consolidants. Epoxies and resins
may be considered for wood repair.
• Protect significant features that are adjacent to the area being worked on.
Inappropriate
• Do not remove or alter distinctive architectural features that are in good
condition and can be repaired. This includes cast iron storefronts, columns,
windows, molding and trim, and cornices.
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Conformance with the
Design Standards

Staff finds that the request generally conforms to the Design Standards. The proposed
front staircase handrails and component parts will be wood, turned to match the
existing front porch railing and replacing a much later handrail of no historical
importance (see Attachment A).
The proposed porch is in Location C: Less Visible Secondary Wall. Preservation is still
preferred, but additional flexibility exists for compatible replacement or alteration.
The existing side porch is likewise a modern addition, and the applicant’s proposal to
replace this porch with a wood porch and stairs conforms to the Design Standards.

Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends approval of the request with the following conditions:
Specific Conditions:
1. The applicant shall conform to the design, material, and placement shown in
Attachment A of the staff report with the following addition:
a. The side porch handrail in Location C: Less Visible Secondary Wall shall be
of a simple square design as shown in Attachment B of the staff report;
Standard Conditions:
2. Any significant alteration from the design approved by the Landmark Commission,
shall require the request to be returned to the Commission for review;
3. The applicant shall obtain a building permit prior to beginning construction;
4. Any additional work will require a separate building permit from the Building
Department, and may require review by the Landmark Commission and/or the City’s
Historic Preservation Officer prior to construction;
5. The Landmark Commission approval shall expire after two years if no progress has
been made toward completion of a project unless the applicant files a request for an
extension or can show progress toward completion of a project; and,
6. In accordance with Section 10.110 of the Land Development Regulations, should the
applicant be aggrieved by the decision of the Landmark Commission, a letter
requesting an appeal must be submitted to the Historic Preservation Officer within 10
days of the Commission decision. Additionally, a Zoning Board of Adjustment
application must be submitted to the Development Services Department by the next
respective deadline date.

Respectfully Submitted,

July 8, 2019

______________________________________________
Daniel Lunsford
Planner

______________________
Date

______________________________________________
Catherine Gorman, AICP
Assistant Development Services Director/HPO

July 8, 2019
______________________
Date
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ATTACHMENT A

ATTACHMENT B

