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E N H A N C I N G  T H E  S E A W O L F  P A R K  E X P E R I E N C E 

 
 

Seawolf Park occ up ies appr oximately 15 ac ers of up land  on  the  extreme east  end  of  òPelic an Island,ó and  is surrounded on  a ll sides by water w ith a  small en try road  c onne c tion.  This 

strategic  loc a tion is somewhat  isola ted  from òGalveston Islandó and  initia lly was develope d a t the  hold ing  c amp or quar antine sta tion for Immigra tion c ontrol for new  arrivals via  Mari time 

Excursions.  These wooden military  barrac k style struc tures even tua lly gave way to the  na tural  elemen ts and  a new  ima ge  emerged during  the  1960õs emula ting  angular white modern 

p laster forms.  This new  pa vilion pai d  homa ge to the  Mar itime Ship Bridge  forms as seen in the  1962 US Savannah Atomic Powered  Cargo Ship. 

 
This ic onic pa vilion and  en try sta tion a long w ith the  submarine Cava lla  an d  US Stewart  Destroyer p lac ed  this unique  park site on the  ma p as an important de stina tion for Ga lveston 

Tourism.  Hurrica nes and  the  c onstant sa lt exp osure ha ve  tested  of these struc tures and  the  entry c ontrol bo oth has bee n rep laced an d  The  Pavilion struc ture is sc hed uled  to be 

demolished . 

 
New  Struc tures are required  to be c ome more resilient to the loca l w ind spee ds, flood  levels, pe destrian  acc essibility, as well as ener gy an d  hardening  of materia l spec ific a tions to 

improve the  service ab ility and  sustainabi lity for the  new  par k fac ilities. 

 

The  sc ope of this limited  c onsulting  end ea vor is to review  the  Past, Present, an d  c onsider future recre a tional ac tivities, pa tterns and  services to fu rther  enh ance  this uniqu e park sett ing.  

 
The  c onsidera tion for  the  parks w ithin a  park c onc ep t be st rec ognizes the land  use and  pa ttern for  user beh avior w ithin as well a s be yond  the  up land s of the  site boundary  into their 

separa te user groups: 

¶ Nava l artifac ts and  maritime WWII vessels under the  c ontrol of  the  American  Undersea Warfa re Ce nter 

¶ Da y Use fishing, picn icking  and  site seeing  

¶ Ov ernight and  extend ed  stay in the  proposed  RV Conc essiona ire Agree ment  

Each  of  these three  venues  are financ ially independent  an d  require  sharing the  site utilities and  par king  as well as rec ognizing bo unda ries for a  sa fe  and  secure  oper a tion to the  pub lic . 

 
The  site p lan studie s a ttempt to respe c t the  historical  an d  the  cam pground  intere st as conc essionaires whic h embr acing  and encouraging the  day users to c onsider the  sec ond  loo k or 

extended  stay to en joy an d  expe rience  this wa terfront pan orami c  presen ta tion ov er the  weekend  or week  day extents. 

 
The  day use am en ities proposed  inc lude a  water taxi to en joy the  wa tch ab le w ild life and  essen tia l fish hab ita t while c onnec ting  to the  Histo rical  Strand  Distric t for shoppin g, d ining , and 

c ultural  events and  entertain ment.  On site mob ile vend ors and  temporary food c ourts a re bein g c onsidered  to enh ance  the ind ividu a l as well as group  tours until such  time as more 

per ma nent  foo d f ac ilities ma y be c onsidered  to incre ase the  visita tion an d  òQuality of  the  Seawolf Park Experienc e.ó 

 
Histo rical  an d  Ge ographica l points of interest are p lanned  with wharf like kiosks for sitt ing  to ref lect  on  how it was while enjoying  the  panoramic  vistas rea lizing the  strategic  importance  for 

The  Galveston Port as The  Ga tewa y to the Gulf. 

 
The  most signific ant ch allenge for the  òSeawolf Park Experie nc eó is how to buffer, prot ec t, an d  isola te this wonder ful par k setting  from the  pressures of the  Ind ustria l Development  and  

Mari time Commerce  whic h is inevitab le as the  Panama Canal Expansion ener gizes our ports of ca ll. 

 
Perhaps if we c an adop t the  phrase for our view on  resiliency as òConsidera tion w ith Expe c ta tionó and be c ome be tter stewards for the  envi ronm en t, then  the  òSeaw olf Park Expe rienc eó 

ma y be rec ognized  as our little oyster...a  òPearl w ithin the  Sea.ó 
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